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L Its Current Status

Al-Agsa Mosque was huilt at the site of a so-called “Jewish temple”. Since
their occupation of east Jerusalem in 1967, Al-Agsa mosque, has been suffering:
- bloody attacks and incursions by occupation forces that led to massacres
of tens of muslims, which were meant to intimidate them and prepare for
Jewish settlers to pray inside it.
- Several acts of sabotage, including the famous Fire of the gibly prayer
L—>hall inside Al-Agsa in 1969.
- Seizure of some parts of Al-Agsa Mosque by force, including Al Magharba
gate, and the buraq wall (a part of Al-Agsa’s western wall which was turned
into a Jewish shrine known as the “wailing wall”].
- Siege outside other gates leading to Al-Agsa Mosque by occupation forces
to restrict access by many Muslims, and to ban renovations and repair works
__,>f0r the Mosque's many buildings.
- Dangerous diggings and
excavations around and under
the walls of Al-Agsa Compound,
which were meant to destruct
the landmarks of the place.
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At the beginning of Zionist movement, Zionists have been claiming that j
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| L~ before Prophet Muhammad [peace be upon them all], and Muhammad’s
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Prophet Muhammad (Israa), as described in Quran. It was there and then
that all the Prophets followed Prophet Muhammad in a congregational prayer
“Glory be to Him (God) who did take His servant (Muhammad) for a journey by night

from Al Masjid Al Haram (the Sacred Mosque in Mecca) to Al Masjid Al-Agsa

L ’
L*Al Agsa Mosque was the destination of the miraculous night journey of

(Al-Agsa Mosque in Jerusalem) whose surroundings We did bless.” (1:17)
*Al-Agsa Mosque was the Qibla (direction of prayer) for many Prophets

|

first Qiblah for nearly 14 years till the 17th month after his Hijra to Medina.
*It is the land of Gathering and Resurrection (for the Day of Judgment).
Maimona, Prophet Muhammad’s maid said: ‘O Prophet of Allah, set the status of
Bait Al-magqdis for us’. He said: ‘it is the land of resurrection and gathering.’ (Abu
-Dawood, Ibn Majah, and Ahmad)
*Al-Agsa Mosque is third of three holiest Mosques to which Muslims are
encouraged to undertake journeys solely for the purpose of worship. The
first two, namely the Sacred Mosque, and the Prophet’s Mosque, however
are described “sanctuary” or “haram®, where certan taboos on visitors %
are applicable, while Al-Agsa Mosque is not.
Abu Huraira [may Allah be pleased with him] was quoted as saying that Allah’s

]

Messenger [peace be upon him] said, ‘don’t set out deliberately on a journey
(for the purpose of worship) except to three mosques: the Sacred Mosque
(in Mecca), the mosque of the Messenger [peace be upon him] (in Medina) and

I

I
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KKK K KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK

the Masjid al Agsa (in Jerusalem).’ (Bukhary)
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History and Constr%uction

[peace be upon him] which was the first mosque on earth?’ ‘The Sacred Mosque
(in Makkah),’ he replied. ‘And then which?’ | asked. ‘Masjid al Agsa,’ he replied.

| further asked, ‘what was the time span between the two?’ ‘Forty years,’ the
Prophet [peace be upon him] replied. (Bukhary]).

It was probably Adam , who was first ordained by Allah to lay down the
bases of this second Mosque, after building the Sacred Mosque in Mecca.
= These two were later subject to several constructions and destructions

Mosque, and his descendants, Ishaq and Yaqub, maintained it. Al-Agsa
Mosque was later reconstructed by Prophet Solomon.
In 637 c/16 h, at the beginning of the Islamic Rule of Jerusalem, the Caliph

—> Between 715-686 € /96-66 h, the Omayyads built the Dome of the Rock an
reconstructed the gibly hall as well, to bring the complete compound of
Al-Agsa much to its present shape.

The Qsly Preyer Hell

I

Al- Agsa Mosque is the second oldest place of worship to be built in history’
LAbu Dharr [Allah’s pleasure be upon him] said: ‘l asked the Messenger of Allah

over their history. Prophet Abraham migrated to the precincts of Al-Agsa

Umar Ibn Elkhattab built the main gibly prayer hall inside Al-Agsa Mosque.

A

|

e
N

S ST ST ST S S
Ry R R Ry 8 K Ry

o 17 XK XK XX XL XKL XK XK XL XL XK XK XK XL XK XK XK XL XK XK XX XK X
== KKK K KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK KKK



Area and Site

Al-Agsa Mosque is a semi rectangle of 144 donums (=144,000 square meters)
that is about 6/1 of the walled old city of Jerusalem. Anyone who enters

any part of this area and performs “Tahyat al-masjid” Sunna Prayers
whether inside any of its prayer halls, under any of its domes or trees,
above any of its mastabas, or at any of its corridors or yards, his reward
will be multi-times doubled.

L—> Abu Dharr said: we debated - at the presence of Prophet Muhammad [peace be <—

upon him]- which is more important :

the Prophet’s Mosque
or Baytul- Magdes
(Al-Agsa Mosque)?
The Prophet said:
[ =aprayer at my
mosque is worth

four prayers at it
(Al-Agsa Mosque).

Yet, it is a most

worthy prayer place.
(Attributed and considered as correct by Al- Hakem, and agreed as such by

Al-thahaby) <
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Jerusalem. Good knowledge about this important site helps people to
recognize its significance and makes Muslims readier to sacrifice for its
liberation. Thus, we follow Prophet Muhammad [peace be upon him] who
was as much attached to this place as former prophets. Prophet
Muhammad visited Al-Agsa Mosque, recommended visiting it, and made
a will to his companions and followers to strive to liberate it.

Introduction J
This paper aims at establishing facts about the blessed Al-Agsa Mosque,j

|
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Identity

Al-Agsa mosque (or Baytul-Magdes] is a name for the whole area enclosed
by the wall in southeastern Old Walled city of Jerusalem. It houses nearly
200 archeological landmarks, notably the Dome of the Rock (with a golden D
dome]) at its heart, and Al-Qibly prayer hall (with a lead dome) at its
southernmost part, nearer to the Qiblah at Mecca. Other landmarks are
several prayer halls, domes, mihrabs (=chambers for prayer]), schools, —<Q\
corridors, mastabas (=slightly raised grounds constructed for several
uses including education at open yards), fountains, trees, minbars
(=pulpits), gates, wells, and libraries, in addition to its open yards (Sahn).
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