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On your way to al Quds... your eyes long to see the pure blue horizon embracing the domes of
mosques and churches and the splendid connections between the greenness of earth, the blueness of
the sky and the old stones of al Quds... Yet they collide with a barrier of dark gray cement, poured
into extremely ugly elongated blocks... They stare long at it at the roadblock that stops you for long
hours before letting you pass through one of the few gates in that solid wall.

Like a snake... the wall winds its way around the good Palestinian land, drawing in its path a strange
map of al Quds, driving out many of its inhabitants and letting in people who don’t belong and are
unknown to it... They are al Qudsites yet outside al Quds and strangers are now living within its
limits... It is the occupation that severs people’s ties and through its discriminating practices destroys
their agriculture and tears apart their villages and suburbs... It steals from farmers their land and
deprives others of seeing their childhood playgrounds... while the world keeps silent despite the
evident injustice and the enormity of human rights’ violations...

In the shadow of the wall, there is either a land that was forcibly taken from its owners, or its laborers
find it impossible to get to it... The sick may die on their way to the hospital. While the students are
bewildered... some of them will surrender to ignorance while others will spend the time devoted to
studying on daily torture trips on their way to their schools. Most importantly, after today, they will be
deprived of seeing al Quds, their beloved that has dwelt in their hearts since they saw the light of this
life; and maybe some of them will die dejected when the wall keeps them from seeing the plains and
the mountains from which they used to see al Quds.

Strange is this wall that imposes itself in spite of resolutions and charters, in spite of the principles
of justice, fairness, and the fourth Geneva Convention, and in spite of a decision made by the highest
international court in the world...What power does it enjoy other than that of oppression and what
legitimacy does it have except that it is imposed by force, against the will of a people whose land was
occupied and its various parts disconnected, in the hearing and under the sight of the world?!




al Quds

Under the Grip of the Wall

Introduction

It isnotsurprising for anentity the policies of which
are based on ignoring, distancing and murdering the
other to give birth to the evil idea of the separation
wall. The separation wall around al Quds, or the "The
Jerusalem Envelope” as the occupation authorities
like to call it, is ho more than a translation of a
colonial endeavour that the occupation has been
pursuing with the aim of annihilating Palestinians by
following a scorched land policy; uprooting trees,
killing Palestinians or suffocating them with a wall
reaching the sky oppressivety.

This wall exposes the occupation more and more and
confirms that its talk of peace is no more than lies
and deception, buying time in order fo carry out its
plans.

Tt also exposes those who lend unconditional support
to the occupation and follow a double standard
when they refuse to hold the Israeli occupation
responsible for the killing and suffocation of the
Palestinians despite the rulibing of the International
Court of Justice (ICJ) that the wall is illegal and
that the occupation state should pull it down and
compensate the Palestinians for their losses.
Despite the pain that the wall is causing, one thing
the occupation authorities could not do is build walls
to silence the owners of the land, as their voices
which call for the Palestinian's right to a dignified
life on their and their ancestors land will remain
higher than any wall the occupation state can build
and will reject occupation and all its atrocious
policies.
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THE WALL IN al Quds



al Quds
Under the Grip of the Wall

Ancient Notion

-------------------------------------------------- daadl aend g

Since Zionist Forces occupied
al Quds in 1948, plans for
Judaizing the city and ethnically
cleansing it from its native
Palestinian population started in
earnest in order to change this
Arab city into the capital of
the new state. To this end the
occupation authorities practiced
all forms of oppression against
the Palestinians in the city and
land theft. A more evil design was
the building of the wall which was
first revealed by Yitzhak Rabin in
1993, Ehud Barak reiterated the
idea at the begining of the al Aqsa
Intifada and the idea came into
action during Sharon's mandate in
June 2002.
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16 September 2005.



al Quds
Under the Grip of the Wall

Ostensible objectives and
secret intentions

-------------------------------------------------- dasll i (pd

The occupation authorities
claim that the goal behind
building the wall is to
maintain  security  for
Occupatin state and stop
"Palestinian terrorism".
But facts on the ground
illustrate their aim to
achieve the Zionist dream to
convert (al Quds) into the
“eternal capital of Israel”,
evenif it were achieved over
the skulls of the indigenous
population of the city.
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Abu Dis, al Quds. 2 January 2004.
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Under the Grip of the Wall
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Mutilating the landscape

One cannot help, when looking
at this ugly wall, but see the
image of a surgical knife in the
hands of a monster mutilating
his helpless victim. The wall,
whether ~ the  occupation
state admits it or not, is
marking the boundaries of
the future “Palestinian viable
state” against the will of the
Palestinian people. The wall
isolates parts of al Quds and
annexes parts of Ramallah
and Bethlehem, drawing new
borders and introducing new
demographic realities that
suit the occupation plot of
making al Quds a capital for
the zionist state.
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Abu Dis from the Eastern of al Quds. 10 February 2004.



al Quds

Under the Grip of the Wall

Settlement blocks and o ilbayil Jis
Palestinian ghettos ayighuwld jleag
To achieve Jewish majority in a3 Al 2 s seul] el s

al Quds, the snake-like wall took
a path that insures connecting
the Jewish settlements

Juoy Gy Ley sl ¥ =l
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around the city, such as il X Ospste RS Jie By A0S
Atsion settlement block in the L e Y ey
south, and Mad'ale Adummim Lelex Jilee 2 didardtall ¢ ally oLV
in the east. Simultaniously, it (a3 s e easla Y asls

isolates, in ghettos, Palestinian
neighbourhoods and villages,
suffocating and forcing their
populations to leave.
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The wall separates the eastern neighbourhoods of al Quds from the West Bank
(rear). 25 June 2004.



al Qu

Under the Grip of the Wall

Like locusts they creep onto the city

ds

One of the most critical
roles of the wall is to insure
demographic ~ superiority
for the Jewish settlers
in al Quds. Facts show
almost half the settlers in
the West Bank, 168.000,
live in and around al Quds.
But despite its ugly face,
the wall did not achieve all
what it was built for. The
Palestinians still compose
36% of the city population,
while jewish settlers form
64% of it.
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Abu Dis. 12 January 2004.
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Under the Grip of the Wall

Stealing land

In the north west of the al
Quds, the path of the wall
guarantees the inclusion
of settlements, such as
Giviat Ze'ev, Beit Horon,
Har Adar, Ramot and Giv'on,
confiscating in the process
thousands of  hectares
belonging to villagers where
these settlements were
built. In addition, plans to
expand these settlements
(ie confiscate even more
Palestinian land) are
underway rendering those
settlements "Major Israeli
quarters”.
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Ram. 20 February 2005.



al Qu

ds

Under the Grip of the Wall

Bethlehem is not spared either

The wall extends to Bethlehem
district gnawing the western
and south western parts of
the area tfo include it with
Atsion and adjion them
to al Quds. The wall will also
include the northern part of
the city including Rachel's
Dome and the surrounding land
which belongs to Bethlehem
and Beit Jala isolating tens of
Palestinian homes and shops
and annexing them to al Quds.
With area of 235 km?, the
city was transferred into a
huge heterogeneous block the
forms 4% of the area of the
west Bank.
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Bethlehem. 22 October 2004.
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Under the Grip of the Wall

An oppressive occupation arm

Like an oppressive arm,
the wall wiggles around
seftlements to adjoin them
to al Quds. To the east
and north east of the city,
settlements such as Mad'ale
Adummim, Anatot, Adam
(Geva Binyamin) and others
will be attached to al
Quds.
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al Quds. 05 January 2004




al Quds

Under the Grip of the Wall

Daggers in the chest of al Quds uuadll am g b polis

In the south of al Quds
the occupation authorities

announced that the settlement Ol I @5 cdlel uadll gl 2
of "Givat VYael” will be ole Lajln @i il clas dlagiue
constructed on 200 hectares yd iy Andgll byl e slSa 200
colnﬁsga"red " from l‘rhe 5y 13.500 it Aibogi] oo o
Palestinian villages of Walaja, b, 55,0009, 1.

and Betteer to the west of

Bethlehem. The settlement g, MR

it 2 R .

will have 13,500 residential "Ahlalhs e
units in which 55,000 settlers L AERERE bt ta el
will reside, thus rendering it roundll ] LS ods @ (iay M1

the largest settlement in and
around al Quds.
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al Quds. 9 January 2004.
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Under the Grip of the Wall

New settlements

Attaching  the  present
settlements will not fulfil
the plans of the occupation
authorities to make al Quds
the largest “Israeli city".
Therefore new settlements
will have to be built and
existing ones will have to
be expanded. Since the
beginning of the construction
of the seperation wall, the
occupation authorities added
thousands of housing units
to the settlements inside
the wall from all sides of the
city.
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West Bank city of Bethlehem. 5 August 2004.
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Innovative land grab

Each settlement block requires
a road or a highway to connect
it to other settlements. These
roads will have to pass across
land belonging to Palestinian
villages around al Quds.
Consequently, the hearts of
those villages, like dagger, will
be stabbed by those roads. For
example, crossing al-Sawahrah
al-Shargiyyah, Abu Tur, Abu
Deis, requires the demolition
of 31 Palestinian homes in
these areas it will extend for
45 Kilometres inside the West
Bank including the east of al
Quds confiscatingmore that
700 hectares of Palestinian
agricultural land.
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The Wall separates in two the West Bank village of Abu Dis on the edge of
al Quds. 12 February 2004.



al Quds

Under the Grip of the Wall

Isolating Palestinian neighbourhoods L dillg Lyl e
and villages from al Quds waadll e épybulall

The wall snakes around
Palestinian  neighbourhoods
gnd villageshof the al Quds Laly )3 o col el 2 sl
istrict such as: : . 272

‘e Lol Wile Guoiall dlnblos o didace
- Al-Ram, Al-Dahya, Anata OSSR, e S

and Hizma to the north S TEEYRVWCISIEFIY

of al Quds. Layag Blicg wydl dalisg al 1 -
- Abu Deis, Al-Ezareyya el
and Al-Sawahra from the O Bolgudly p5ually Gus sl -
east. ool
- Beir Nabala, Al-Jaib, L SO ST (R
Al-Jadira, Beit Hanina B o RN B 8 1Yo
Town, villages of Beit iy 53y Abeatly Haesy

Suriek, Badow, Qatna,
Qabila, Beit Ehza', Beit
Daqo and Beit Anan from
the North West.
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Abu Dis. 17 January 2005.



al Quds

Under the Grip of the Wall

Farmers without land and
products without markets

The villages that are being
separated from their fields
will lose whatever is left
of their agricultural lands
which might be the last
means of living they have.
In addition they are losing
their markets in al Quds.
So, even the few who are
lucky enough not to lose
their land, have lost the
market, for their products.
The same applies to owners
of shops and workshops
who are going to either lose
their shops or the market
of their products.
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Abu Dis, East al Quds. 9 March 2004.



al Quds

Under the Grip of the Wall

Identity in danger

The original inhabitants left
outside the wall will lose
their special BlueResidence
cards in 7 years according
to Israeli law; which means
they will be excluded from
the right to live in al Quds.
The residents who hold
Pslestinian cards will find
themselves excluded from
al Quds. The "Blue Residence
card” is permanent
residential card that the
occupation authorities
issues to the Palestinians
in al Quds as “residents in
the capital”. This card is
subject o renewal every 10
years throug the occupation
interior Ministry.
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Abu Dis, East al Quds. 9 March 2004.
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Under the Grip of the Wall

Poison in the bait

The occupation authorities
are providing some limited
services to villages left
outside the border of the
wall of al Quds to make its
people “independent” from
al Quds as time passes.
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al Quds. 8 July 2005.
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Under the Grip of the Wall

Hospitals without their
patients or medical feams

Al-Maqased and al-Muttala’
are the fwo main hospitals in
al Quds that provide medical
services for Palestinians in
and around al Quds. Both
hospitals lie on the Mount
of Olives. Once the wall is
completed, the two hospitals
will become isolated from
their workers and patients.
90% of employees of al-
Muttala’ cannot reach the
hospital.
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East al Quds. 16 January 2004.
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Indirect killing

Most  patients cannot get
permits fo reach hospitals. In
al-Muttala’ hospital for example,
cancer and kidney patients can
get three-month permits to
visit the hospital. But arduous
procedures required for such
permits mean that only 20% of
those patients can actually get
permits. With the building of
the wall the emergency cases will
not be able fo reach hospitals,
especially cases of labour. For
example there are around 40-
50 birth cases that arrive from
Abu Deis at al-Maqased Hospital.
Women in labour cannot wait.
What would happen to them when
the wall is completed? Give birth
at roadblocks? It is concealed
murder.
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al Quds. 6 February 2004.



al Quds

Under the Grip of the Wall

Schools without pupils or teachers Lfus)ai plilag wllb uga va uujlaa

The Vocational Secondary
School in al Quds is one of
tens of schools whose pupils
and teaching staff have great

. . usly o peaatl 20 Ll e Liat! dyud!
difficulties to reach them S EEeE 2

after the building of the wall. ledlle pom clelie pulall wlide (s
They will need special permits sl o el dguos!l (o ranyol LayolSy
to enter through designated el Y e e Al R
gates which are open and shut ssin 750 Wiy s Sl 1l lylgs e
according to the whims of the sacy wuadl aogll 13s sa SV
occupation soldiers who guard SLSI e pdad Il (ygunyally cadall
them. Alternatively, pupils sl 1 Jgenst] b Lotr ] e

and teachers will have to trek
many kilometres to reach their
schools surely late if they
could manage to find side roads,
that have not been closed, to
take them through.
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East al Quds. 27 January 2005.
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Under the Grip of the Wall

Expulsion .. or expulsion

When the wall is completed,
Palestinian residents around
al Quds will have one of two
options,either to stay and be
deprived of all health, social
and educational servicesin al
Quds; or move into the city
evacuating their properties
in the suburbs. The third
option, preferred by the
occupation authorities, is
for those people fo move
out completely from around
al Quds, and leave al Quds
free for occupation.
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Martyrdom in the defence of the land
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Under the Grip of the Wall

The people of al Quds
did not hesitate to resist
the building of the wall
with all available means.
On 26 February 2004,
Israeli special forces were
used to quell anti-wall
demonstrationsin the village
of Bedow. The occupation
soldiers  fired teargas
bombs and live ammunition
resulting in the martyrdom
of four people who were the
first martyrs in the battle
against the wall separating
discrimination and were
followed by other martyrs.
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Under the Grip of the Wall

Deception

Onthe 30™Mof June 2004 the
occupation High Court issued
a ruling that ordered the re-
routing of 30 Kilometres of
the wall to the north west
of al Quds. Ruling aimed at
givinng the building of the
wall a legal cover, and pre-
empt the ruling by the ICJ
on the wall which ruled later
that the wall was illegal.
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al Quds

Under the Grip of the Wall

ICJ’s ruling, another international - éulgall dacll dasaa )l
resolution ignored by the occupation sl sl L palg @ pe
On 9 July 2004, the 3dgl! Joall daSma ciyal 2004/7/9 2

International Court of Justice
issued a ruling that:
1- The wall is illegal.
2- It must be pulled down
and lands reinstated to
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their owners and owners s ot
must be compensated P adar dajls Joull pres Ol =3
for the damages. (Y Wl saclidl e pgi

3- No  country  should e @l gagll e sl I 65
sponsor the occupation ol
state to maintain the oo bl vl o oy O

status quo resulting from

the building of the wall.
Despite the ruling, the
occupation utterly disregarded
the court's ruling and went
on mutilating the Palestinian
landscape.
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Under the Grip of the Wall

Deep-rooted racism

"In our country there is
no place except for Jews,
we will tell the Arabs to
get out, if they refused or
resisted, we will send them
out by force.”

Ben-Zion Dinor, first Israeli
Education Minister 1954,
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al Quds

Under the Grip of the Wall

Separation Wall:

Sheet:
Definition:

Length:

Height:
Cost:

Construction
Started:

Construction
Duration:

The Roots of
the Idea:

Justification claimed
by Occupation:

Real Causes:

"The Jerusalem
Envelope™:

Composition of “"The
Jerusalem Envelope™:

A Fact

A wall composed of huge blocks of cements that separate West bank areas
from each other, and turns them into isolated ghettos.

Its track keeps changing. The latest track approved in 1/4/2006 is 730 km long.
The borders between the West Bank and the areas occupied in 1948-known as
the "Green Line"- is 307 km long only. the Wall is more than two times longer.

Between 4-8 m.
1 Million U.S Dollars per kilometer. In some parts reaches 2 million.

16/6/2002, immediately after the West Bank invasion known by the occupation
forces as operation “protective shield".

Four years divided into several stages, according to the initial plan set by
occupation authorities.

The idea of the wall appeared first during Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin's time,
to separate areas occupied in 1948 from those occupied in 1967, in response to
the rise in Palestinian resistance activities. It was revived by Ehud Barak after
the spark of the Intifada of al Agqsa In the year 2000, and finally was put to
work by Occupation Prime Minister Ariel Sharon.

To protect Israelis from “Palestinian Terrorism”.

To unilaterally draw final borders annexing the maximum possible areas of
land, and achieve demographic superiority for Jewish settlers in the city of al
Quds.

The name given by the occupation authorities to the wall mutilating the face of al
Quds. It snakes around al Quds in a complete ring that is 181 km long. Its form
changes according fo the terrain; in open areas it is 50-100 m wide, in crowded
areas it is just the huge cement wall. Upon its completion the area swallowed
inside it will be 235km?, which forms around 4% of the West Bank area.

It is composed of 4 main blocks: Giv'on to the north with an area of 31km?,
Adumim to the East with 6lkm?, Etzion to the south encompasses 71km?,
and finally the municipal Jerusalem that comprises 72km? These blocks are
separated from their Palestinian surrounding with several cross points, the
most infamous of which is Qalandiya in the north, a cross point that was turned
by the occupation authorities into an international border, crossing it requires
a special visa, just like crossing from one country to another.
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Under the Grip of the Wall
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Erom behind the wall

"The olive grove on the mountain
in front of us is very dear to me. I
used to go for a walk there almost
daily. T used to take my books and
study there. I used to go with my
friends for walks there, we have no
other place to go for a breath of
fresh air; we cannot go to al Quds.
Even during the construction of the
wall, T used to go to the mountain,
the presence of Israeli occupation
soldiers did not deter me. Now
it has become difficult after the
completion of the wall. Yesterday,
it was a Saturday and they [Israeli
workers] do not work on Saturday,
so I tried to find a gap through the
wall, I walked for a long distance
but could not find even one gap.
At the end I sat on the ground
and looked at the mountain from
behind the wall."

Hind al-Araibi (20 years), nurse,
Abu Dis.
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al Quds. 20 February 2005.



AL QUDS

Internatioinal Institution

IDENTITY:

Al Quds institution is an independent civil organization
comprising Arab, Islamic and International personalities and
bodies. Its aim is to work for safeguarding the city of al Quds,
by preserving its Arab identity and its sanctified Islamic and
Christian places. In order to susbainably serve the blessed
city and cement the steadfastness of its people; the institution
aims at establishing a comprehensive approach that covers
immediate programs of relief and recure, periodical projects,
and above all, strategic plannning.
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Lebanon - Beirut
Hamra Str. Saroulla Bldg. 11" Flr.
P.O.Box: Beirut - Hamara 113 - 5647
Tel: +961 1 751724-5
Fax: +961 1 751726
instituation@alquds-online.org
info@alquds-online.org
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Al Quds Foundation (SA)
Office 201, 2nd floor, Wembly Centre
21 Belgaravia Road, Athlone
Tel: 0027-21 6966545
Fax: 0027-21 6966469
http://www.mjc.org.za/alquds.htm
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