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                                                 Save the houses of Al-quds
By the first days of the Israeli occupation of the eastern part of al-quds and the Aqsa mosque in june 1967, the Israeli digging underneath and surrounding the nearby areas in the old city and the Aqsa mosque started (other Talmudian diggings were preformed supported by British and French associations decades before). These diggings had been preformed for 41 years and still continue, as many tunnels were dug under the Aqsa mosque and the surrounding areas. Consequently, serious damages were caused to the houses nearby the Aqsa mosque. During the recent months and nowadays these underground diggings increased at an alarming rate, especially at the areas located by the western and southern walls of the mosque. These diggings, in particular , caused the collapse of a few buildings and the most affected part was at Sabeel-Kaitabai and the collapse at Bab-El-Maghariba. Furthermore, these diggings caused cracks and collapses of many houses in the old city and the western areas of the Aqsa mosque (Selwan village). An aqsa foundation staff has visited the areas mentioned above, and conducted a local survey by which they have asked the local residents about the situation. They found out that the digging operations are truly causing serious damages and cracks to the houses in the old city and in Selwan, and worse, in parts of alaqsa mosque's surrounding buildings. The Aqsa foundation has documented these facts and has gathered evidence provided by the locals, all were included in a documentary titled "Before it Collapses" which was shown today during this press conference. This documentary includes tens of testimonies and remarkably shows cases of collapses  of houses in Alquds, parts of which exist within the Aqsa mosque's area like Bab Al-math'hara'. Damage was also caused to other houses that exist by the western wall, like Hosh El-Aseely, Zarba and Awadala. Other damages were also caused to buildings by the southern wall of al-aqsa in Wadi Helwa in Selwan reaching up to the Ein-Selwan area. 
The documentary prominently shows the existence of serious cracks and collapses caused by the Israeli diggings, rapid and ramified underground diggings, and by the western and southern walls of the Aqsa. 

The locals also clearly assure hearing the voices of the digging machines that caused strong vibrations in the houses of al-quds. Moreover, the locals assure in their testimony that some of them could reach and see some of the digging sites underneath their houses. Their testimony includes the assurance of existence of a threatening net of tunnels that spread underneath the houses near the Aqsa mosque. We also posses evidence that these diggings partially reached Alk'as area within the Aqsa area. 
The appearance of collapses and cracks in the homes that exist in Alquds is an indication of signs of endangering the Aqsa mosque to crack or to collapse, especially by the western and southern walls. The local residents fear a worse option; that their whole neighborhood may be exposed to the danger of collapsing, which will indisputably cause fear and horror among the palestenian families in general and their children in particular. 
In the documentary the residents of Alquds express their strong belief that the Israeli authority's intention behind these diggings is to destroy the Aqsa mosque and to displace the people of Alquds, especially those living nearby the Aqsa mosque. Then to lay hold of the houses and hand them to Jews. 

In spite of this critical and threatening situation, the residents are determined to remain in their houses and to defend the town and the mosque, insisting on standing not only against all these forms of terrifying and frightening tactics that are exercised by the Israeli government, but also against the financial temptation tactics that are practiced by the Israeli authority and its agents. 

The testimonies of the Maqdesians in the documentary reflect the residents' determination to speak up , as the Israeli authority intends to suppress any local Palestinian who dares to unveil the religious oppression and economic suffocation practiced against the Maqdesians and the Israeli plans to impose sovereignty over the Aqsa mosque in addition to the constant threat imprisonment and practicing other forms of persecution .
Through the documentary " Before It Collapses " the Palestinians in Alquds urgently call the Islamic and Arab nation and the Palestinian people as well to fovus their attention on the old town of Alquds and to give all kinds of support to its residents in order to help them remain in their houses and resist against the Israeli endeavors to displace them . They call for urgent help to save the houses of Alquds and the Aqsa mosque before they collapse .  
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